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   Message from the President  

It is some time since our latest IMPRINT was issued.  Other means and ways of communication have to some  

extent made the newsletter redundant.  However, with the OGM and Mini-Conference fresh 

in mind, it would be opportune to update in particular those of our members who were not 

present in Hamburg.   

First of all I would like to thank the Members on behalf of the Board and myself for the trust 

and confidence shown in the voting.  The new Board is presented below. 

Secondly, not only did we have a record participation at the Mini-Conference, also one of 

the papers presented ς άScope for Increased Efficiency in Portsέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ by Torger Trige of Odfjell - lead to 

an exceptional engagement, both in the panel discussion that followed and in the audience.  For various 

reasons, IMPCA has lost a few members and we are now around 60, whilst we in the past have been close to 

80.  In the OGM we asked the members to put some extra efforts in attracting new members among 

ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ άbŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊǎ .ǊƻŎƘǳǊŜέ ŀǎ a help in this 

effortΦ  !ǎ ŀ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ ǘƻ hŘŦƧŜƭƭΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ we intend to address some of the issues raised, and in that 

respect we are looking for more members from the shipping world.   

        René Butzelaar, President 

OGM 2010 

14 ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ which was held at the InterContinental Hotel, 

Hamburg prior to the 22
nd

 Mini-Conference. 

A new Board was elected, and the Accounts for 2009 as well as the Budget 2011 were approved. 

The following Members are represented in the new Board: 

Member Company 

 

Representative 

BASF SE Mr.  Wolfgang SCHLINDWEIN 

CELANESE CHEMICALS EUROPE GmbH Mr. Andreas OBERKIRCH 

DEWITT & CO. INC. Mr. Wolfgang SEUSER 

DYNEA Mr. Tarje BRAATEN 

JIM JORDAN & ASSOCIATES  Mr. Jim JORDAN 

LEE CHANG YUNG CHEMICAL INDUSTRY CORP. Mr. Bowei LEE 

MIDER-HELM METHANOL VERTRIEBS GmbH Mr. Peter HEYN 

MITSUBISHI CORPORATION Mr. Hideaki KONISHI 

SOLVADIS  Commodity Chemicals GmbH Mr. René BUTZELAAR 
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The Executive Committee was re-elected. 

                                                                  

Hideaki KONISHI            René BUTZELAAR                 Peter HEYN       

 Vice President    President      Treasurer                                         

The President, in his speech to the OGM, thanked the outgoing Board members, Mr. Norbert Baum of HELM 

AG, who could not be re-elected this year due to the regulations of the Articles of Association, and Mr. Tim 

Gifford of GRAYPEN Ltd. 

22nd IMPCA European Mini-Conference 2010  -  HAMBURG, Germany 
With more than 180 people present ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ once again a record showing the importance of 
this annual event.  During the traditional boat-trip on Thursday ,ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ Ǝuest of honour, Mr. Rolf Meyer-
Ottens of HELM AG, was presented with a diploma and a gift for his many years of service on the IMPCA Board. 
We would like to thank HELM AG, MIDER-HELM METHANOL Vertriebs GmbH and VITOL for their financial 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ aƛƴƛ-Conference.

 

The business sessions program on Friday consisted of 4 presentations and were followed by a panel discussion. 

PAPERS                                                                                         Speakers 
 
Global Methanol Outlook    Jim JORDAN  President JJ& A 
Formaldehyde, an Update from FormaCare                Reinhard STRUPP CEFIC 
Methanol and China,  The Great Wall of Worry  Mark BERGGREN,  MD MMSA 
Scope for Increased Efficiency in Ports   Torger TRIGE,   Port Captain, Odfjell  



              IMPCA     I  M  P  R  I  N  T    No 76     JUNE 2010 

 

 
 

 a.i.s.b.l. International Methanol Producers & Consumers Association 
Avenue de Tervueren 270 Tervurenlaan - 1150 Brussels - Belgium 

Phone: + 32 (0)2 741 86 83 – Fax : + 32 (0)2 741 86 84 – e-mail : impca@epca.be - VAT: BE 0434 211 194 
 

As usual, the presentations were of a very high standard, giving relevant information and interesting 
views. 
Jim Jordan guided the audience through the supply and demand situation, looked at short term 
expansion projects, pricing history as well as the China dynamic.  Among his conclusions were: 

¶ Methanol Market has More Capacity than is Required 

¶ Effective Capacity will Decrease with Low Prices 

¶ Continues Price Volatility, but Palatable to both Suppliers and Consumers 
 
FORMACAREΩǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ Reinhard Strupp,  informed about the latest developments around 
formaldehyde, in particular the key implications of the new IARC challenge.  He also talked about 
classification and the C&L proposal in France as well as limit values at the work place and for indoor 
air quality. 
Methanol and China, The Great Wall of Worry was the title of the speech by Mark Berggren, MMSA. 
Among his conclusions were: 
Å China has and will drive global methanol consumption, global methanol supply growth 
Å {ǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ƳŜǘƘŀƴƻƭ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƴŀ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŘŜƳŀƴŘΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ ²ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ²ƻǊǊȅέ 
Å CƘƛƴŀ ƛǎ άŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘƛƴƎέ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜǘƘŀƴƻƭ ƻƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎŎŀƭŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ 

looming needs for fuels, olefins feedstock from local resource base 
 
Odfjell ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ ά{ŎƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ tƻǊǘǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
speaker was Torger Trige, Port Captain Rotterdam and General Manager Odjfell Netherlands BV, 
Among the questions he raised were; 
Å What is the value added for a Ship Owner by the use of surveyor for tank testing? 
Å What is the value added for a Cargo Owner by the use of surveyor for tank testing? 
Å Wall wash sampling is not being done in an uniform way. 

 
The panel discussion on MrΦ ¢ǊƛƎŜΩǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǿŀǎ moderated by René Butzelaar, IMPCA President. 

Panel Members: 
 
Jean-Christophe Muûls - METHANEX, Patrick Seldeslachts - SGS, Torger Trige - Odfjell Netherlands, 
Ton van Oeffel - Odfjell Netherlands, Paul Vrijhof ς VOPAK. 
 
The input from the panel, as well as from the audience, showed that the potentials for savings are 
great if efficient solutions can be found for the subjects raised.  IMPCA will look further into the 
matters, including considering introducing specifications for sample taking and related subjects.  It is 
the intention to have a similar presentation and panel discussion at the IMPCA Asian Methanol 
Conference in Singapore in November. 
 
IMPCA would like to thank the speakers and the participants in the panel debate for their valuable 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ 
 
IMPCA Asian Methanol Conference 2010    
 
The 13th IMPCA Asian Methanol conference will be held in Singapore on 2-4 November 2010, 
organised by Jim Jordan & Associates and MMSA, Methanol Market Services Asia.  As in 2009, we 
expect that the participants at this conference will be presented with interesting papers and the 
conference will also give excellent opportunities for net-working.  Participation is highly 
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recommended, and we expect in particular increased participation from the leading shipping, 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ǎƛŀƴ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
Further details will be available soon. 
 

23rd IMPCA European Mini-Conference 2011 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘΣ ±ƛŜƴƴŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ aƛƴƛ-Conference.  We are also 
evaluating Athens as a potential venue.  A large enough vessel has been identified in Vienna, and 
Athens could be an alternative if a ship suitable for our Thursday evening net-working buffet dinner 
can be found. 
As always, the Mini-Conference will take place at the second Thursday and Friday in June, which in 
2011 will be the 9th and the 10th. 
 

 

Sponsorship Opportunities are available 

Your logo could be here !  Your logo could be here ! 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Editorial Team:  

Trond R. Tenold, IMPCA Director/Secretary,  Eleanor Conway, IMPCA Secretariat 


